
Boyton Community Group 
 
Minutes of meeting held on 9th April 2011 in Boyton Village Hall 
 
Present: Andrew Cassy, Jackie Aufenast, Amanda, Nicola Cassy, Gary Lowe, 
Brenda Williamson, John Carpmael, Ali Crawford, Mick, Ruth Hatchett. 
 
Apologies: Helen Mcleod, Fred Stentiford 
 
1. Actions from previous minutes: 
All actions except one (AP1103) have been completed.  
AP1103 was the proposal to hold a beachwatch in June – it was decided that since 
the beach was generally becoming cleaner and that many other events were 
happening in June, that the next Beachwatch should be in September when the 
national event would be happening. 
 
2. Constitution. 
a. A formal constitution has now been produced for the group. Many thanks go to 
Gary who wrote it. A few simple amendments that were suggested by the group have 
now been incorporated.  
We have gone for the simple option of being an association, with the option of 
becoming something more complex (e.g. a charity) at a future date, should the need 
arise. 
b. AGM will be in early July 
c. Membership register – Andy has collated the contact details for group members. 
AP1104-1: A final version of the constitution will be circulated to seven core 
members of the group (including the chair, secretary and treasurer) for signing. 
AP1104-2: Andy to forward spreadsheet to Brenda (compatible with excel 2003). 
 
3. Finance/funding 
a. The SCDC grant (of £1000) has been confirmed. We now need to open a bank 
account. The BT grant cheque also needs banking.  
AP1104-3: Need to check the conditions of the grants (Andy) 
b. We decided to open an account with Britannia because they have a strong ethical 
stance and have a high street presence. 
AP1104-4: Richard to set up bank account with Britannia 
 
One of the conditions of the grant from SCDC is to organise six events over two 
years to raise awareness of sustainable living and promote community cohesion. 
The following suggestions were made for the themes of events: 

• A celebration - to formally launch the group, provide updates for the village 
and include a demonstration of environmentally-friendly technology, a guest 
speaker – possibly someone from Ipswich Community Garden, and building a 
pizza oven (and making pizzas). Suggested date: early July 

• DIY insulation day 
AP1104-5: Gary to speak to Dan re pizza oven 
 



• A garden open day to raise awareness of growing your own produce – should 
be free with refreshments and displays in the village hall. Suggested date: 
Aug 14th 2011. 

AP1104-6: Nicola to source promotional material from RHS. 
 
We also need to look for other sources of funding. 
AP1104-7: Richard to investigate other sources of funding from Suffolk ACRE and 
British Gas 
 
c. Payments for outstanding matters: 
It was suggested that we should make donations to the groups that attended the 
January event (to cover their travelling costs). We agreed the following donations: 
£15 for Otley and £30 for Cookpole.  
The following are also outstanding:  

• Hire of Boyton Village Hall for the delivery of insulation materials. 
• Donation for use of thermal imaging camera (£30 - £20 from BEG, £10 from 

charity cheque from Gary and Brenda). 
AP1104-8: Ali to speak to Val re how much we owe for the hire of the village hall 
 
4. Current Projects 
a. DIY Insulation. Event went very well. There were 5 deliveries of materials spread 
out over the day. Everyone collected their material by the end of the day. 
AP1104-9: Nicola to produce a summary of items that were obtained for Boyton 
residents 
 
b. Bulk oil. Most recent delivery was for 15,000 litres. The price for oil seems to have 
levelled off. The price for a barrel of oil is now the highest that it’s ever been, and so 
the price for heating oil is unlikely to go down very much, if at all, in the summer 
months. Next bulk oil purchase will be in June/July. 
Ali to co-ordinate. 
AP1104-10: Andy to send spreadsheet to Ali 
 
c. Thermal imaging camera. Camera has now been returned. 
 
d. Solar water / PV panels. The questionnaire results suggest that there is some 
interest in the village (but people are a little wary because of unknown costs). 
Mosscliffe (a specialist company) have been invited to the village to do surveys and 
provide quotes for interested parties. 
 
AP1104-11: Andy to progress 
 
e. Vegetable share scheme. Richard has finished refurbishing the donated vegetable  
trolley – which will be put in place today! There has been a recent surprising 
upsurge in the amount of produce appearing in the box. 
AP1104-12: Brenda to maintain veg box for next month  
 



f. Bulk buy/ Fair trade. Fair trade stall will be set up in the village hall for each 
coffee morning. It was also agreed to establish bulk wholefood purchases for Boyton 
and co-ordinate this with the twice a month delivery in Bawdsey 
AP1104-13: Amanda to provide Brenda with details, who will then take this 
forward for Boyton. 
 
g. Beachwatch. It was decided that since the beach was generally becoming cleaner 
and that many other events were happening in June, that the next Beachwatch 
should be in September when the national event would be happening. 
 
h. Wind power – on hold 
 
i. Community woodland – on hold until next year 
 
j. Monitoring carbon usage. Group members were informed of www.imeasure.co.uk , 
which is a website where individuals or communities can register to keep a track of 
energy use and compare with others. Andy has registered Boyton as a community. 
 
5. Publicity 
a. AP1104-14: Nicola to incorporate information about Boyton Community Group 
into the Parish Council website 
 
b. Logo competition. No responses so far – deadline 2nd Saturday in May. 
 
6. Other meetings and events 
Greenprint forum – key message from speaker – don’t underestimate the power of 
individual consumers in influencing change. 
 Alde and Ore Futures. John Carpmael went to the launch – the focus is on 
sustainable communities close to the Alde and Ore and pulling together 
organisations that are responsible for the environment.The project will be 
publishing something shortly. 
 
7. Date of next meeting. 
10.30 am Sat 14th May. Therafter, 3rd Saturday in month (which will tie in better 
with deadline for Village Voices) 
 
AOB 
John Carpmael suggested that we need to keep more abreast of Fred Stentiford’s 
efforts to get a wireless broadband booster for the village. 


