
BOYTON COMMUNITY GROUP 
Minutes of meeting held on 4 June 2011 in the Old Smithy, 
Boyton. 
 
Present: 
Andrew Cassy (DAC), Isabel Lilley, Gary Lowe, Brenda Williamson, John Carpmael, 
Ali Crawford (AC), Nicola Cassy, Richard Jesty, Helen McLeod. 
Apologies: 
Keith Lilley. Ruth Hatchett 
 
  Actions 
1. Minutes of previous meeting: 

It was agreed that the minutes of the meeting held on 14th May 
2011 were an accurate record. 

 

2. Actions from previous minutes:  
 a. Constitution:   
 AP1405-1: Brenda has circulated Constitution to whole 

membership, with details of Committee members and officers. 
Complete 

 b. Finances/Funding:  
 AP1405-2: Gary has taken over monitoring that conditions have 

been fulfilled and liaises with Dan. 
Complete 

 AP1405-3: Nicola has investigated promotional material from 
RHS and will report in due course. 

On-going 

 AP1405-4: Richard will report on other sources of funding in due 
course. 

On-going 

 AP1405-5: Ali has secured an invoice for use of Village Hall and 
will pass to Richard for payment. Will be complete once 
application to open bank account has been successful. 

On-going 

 AP1405-6: Dan has now supplied us with a list of insulation 
material received, which will be kept for our records and used to 
publicise the success of the scheme in the village. 

Complete 

 AP1405-7: Nicola managed the vegetable exchange for May. Complete 
 AP1405-8: Gary will replace sign, to include that it is checked 

each Wednesday. 
On-going 

 AP1405-9: Brenda has contacted Suma, has distributed a 
catalogue and will set up a wholefood, bulk-buying food group 
when everyone is ready to order.  

Complete 

 AP1405-10: Nicola to incorporate Boyton Community Group 
details onto parish council website when she takes up clerk’s 
position. 

On-going 

3. Finance/funding  
 There is a potential source of funding from British Gas called 

“Energy Share”, but unfortunately this closes at the end of the 
month, so we too late to apply this year. 
Another scheme that has been getting press attention is a 
scheme managed by REN Energy – which has targeted a village 
in Norfolk and has leased roofs from a number of households in 
the village – the householder gets free electricity, the company 
gets the feed-in-tariff. 
Richard made the point that in order to access funding from any 
scheme we need to be specific about what our requirements are – 
we may need to fully work up a scheme first, then apply for 
funding. 
It may be advantageous to us to subscribe to Suffolk ACRE – 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AP406-1 



Andy to investigate further. 
Richard reported that we are still waiting to hear about our bank 
account (but the process should be completed within the next 
week or so). 

DAC 

4. Current Projects  
 4a. Energy Projects.  

Mosscliff have now completed their survey of 11 properties – any 
householder wishing to proceed should get a discount of 10% off 
the usual price. Also, as a group we would like to explore the 
possibility of leasing a roof from at least one property in the 
village, so that the community could reap the rewards of the feed-
in-tariff money.  
We should also look into the purchase of a wind turbine – there 
may be constraints on the siting of a turbine because of the area’s 
designation of an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 
Andy to investigate both further. 
Tidal energy was also discussed – it is becoming better 
developed and we need to keep up-to-date with developments in 
technology – All to keep an eye on developments. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AP406-2 
DAC 
 
AP406-3 
All 
 

 4b. Bulk Oil.  
Deadline for orders is the end of June. Judy Foulger (Alderton) is 
happy to combine our order with theirs and negotiate the best 
price for the combined order. Andy to supply Brenda and Gary 
with Judy’s contact details. 
 

AP406-4 
DAC 
 

 4c. Wholefood Bulk Order.  
Brenda to collate orders from 4-5 households in village - the aim 
is to start with just a few households to trial the process, and then 
expand to more households if it is working well. 
 

AP406-5 
BW 
 

 4d. Produce exchange. 
Recent high winds have blown bags of produce around – we need 
to modify the stand so that this doesn’t happen again. Nicola 
agreed to sort this problem out. 
Ali to maintain the stand until the date of the next meeting. 
Gary suggested that we grow vegetables close to the exchange 
stand, so that people could help themselves. Nicola agreed to 
work up a design, to use this as a starting point for negotiations 
with the PCC. 
Gary to re-do sign and laminate. 
Richard said that there may be funding available via the County 
Council to fund the creation of a vegetable bed. 
 

 
 
AP406-6 
NC 
AP406-7 
AC 
 
AP406-8 
NC 
AP406-9 
GL 
 

 4e. Beachwatch. 
Andy to step down as organiser. Keith may be willing to take over 
and extend the scheme to include more of the shoreline, including 
Boyton Marshes RSPB reserve. 

 
AP406-10 
KL 

   
5. Events  
 5a. Inaugural Celebration 

The format is to be a short AGM followed by teas and cakes. 
Although there will be membership forms available at the meeting, 
Brenda will send out forms with the minutes, inviting people to join 
the group. 

 
 
AP406-11 
BW 



 Richard will check with Wendy that the Village Hall is available on 
16 July. 

AP406-12 
RJ  

 All to pitch in with contributions of food – details to be decided 
closer to event with the exception of a large (and chocolaty, per 
GL!) cake, hopefully iced with a suitable celebratory message, 
possibily including the new logo. Nicola volunteered to co-
ordinate. 

 
 
 
AP406-13 
NC 

 Gary will approach Dan about attending meeting, representing 
CEAF grant. 

AP406-14 
GL 

 Andrew will approach energy companies to see if they want 
attend with displays. 

AP406-15 
DAC 

 There is a need for further promotional displays covering the 
group’s main projects – produce exchange, bulk oil scheme and 
beachwatch. If anyone has any photos of group activities or 
anything else relevant, could they forward to Brenda, who will 
maintain a photographic archive.  

 
 
 
AP406- 16 
ALL 

 The meeting will be followed by a game of boules and other 
activities. 

AP406-17 
NC 

 John/Ali will include invitation and publicity in article for Village 
Voices.  

AP406-18 
JC/AC 

 5b. Open Gardens 
Date re-arranged for 11 September. Event will be centred on 
Village Hall, where teas and coffees will be available. It is hoped 
that we can organise some exhibitions, such as the community 
supported agriculture scheme at Oak Tree, near Ipswich. Details 
of that and the open gardens to be decided in near future. 

 

 Richard to check availability of Village Hall with Wendy. AP406-19 
RJ 

6. Publicity  
 6a. Andrew is developing a website and will report further in the 

future. 
AP406-20 
DAC 

 6b. We are awaiting logo from Philippa.  
7. Other meetings and news items.  
 The harvest supper is taking place on 10 October.  
8. Any other business  
 8a. Fit Villages – Ali has done further research and it is 

acceptable for several villages to band together. Ali will coordinate 
an approach to Boyton and Hollesley parish councils, with a view 
to organising publicity through Village Voices and distribution of a 
questionnaire. 
General feeling was that this should be a joint initiative through 
Boyton Community Group and the parish council. 

 
 
AP406-21 
AC 
 

 8b. Village of the Year 2011 – Gary confirmed that an entry has 
been submitted. He will coordinate a group of volunteers to meet 
the judges when the date of their visit is known. 

 

9. Date of next meeting  
 Decided to continue with meeting on first Saturday of each month, 

before the coffee morning, because of the need to fit in with the 
Village Voices deadline, at least for foreseeable future. Hence the 
next meeting will 9.00am on 2 July, at Chesterfield Lodge. 

 

 
 
BVW, 
5/6/11. 


