
BOYTON COMMUNITY GROUP 
Minutes of meeting held, 28 April 2012 at The Clockhouse, 
Boyton. 
 
Present: 
Gary Lowe, Brenda Williamson, Ruth Hatchett, Ali Crawford (AC), Andrew Cassy 
(DAC), Wendy Jesty, Richard Jesty, Isobel Lilley, Jackie Aufenast, Cheryl Gray. 
Apologies: 
Nicola Cassy, Michelle Hoffner. John Carpmael, Helen Macleod, Amanda Aufenast. 
 
  Actions 
1. Minutes of previous meeting: 

The minutes of the meeting held on 31 March were accepted 
except for a change to item 4g Transport: the report from John 
should have been that his insurers had advised there would be a 
small increase in premium for having named drivers, but the 
problem was that any claim would affect his no claims bonus. 

 

   
2. Finance/funding  
 • Richard reported that expenditure is still on track to meet 

CEAF requirements, with around £500 of £1000 spent. Dan 
has suggested that we re-jig the budget slightly to favour the 
herb garden over the community woodland scheme. There 
is also an underspend of £50 in a training budget that hasn’t 
been used yet. After the CEAF money has been used up we 
will need to look for alternative sources of funding.  

• An additional £100 has been received from Mik Bedson of 
Suffolk ACRE for the herb garden project. 

 

 • Richard also reported on the Boyton Dock restoration 
project. The RSPB would support the project, but not supply 
any funding. The Environment Agency has also expressed 
tentative support, but would need to see a detailed proposal 
before they considered allocating any funds. 

 

   
4. Current Projects  
 4a. Energy Scheme: Andrew has consulted Mosscliff about the 

viability of wind turbines and they are still considered to be a cost 
effective means of producing energy and a possible way of 
providing income for the community for at least the next two years. 
DAC thought that a site away from the AONB would be the most 
favourable location for a wind turbine in terms of the likelihood of 
gaining planning consent. DAC to talk with local landowners to 
pursue this option. AC mentioned that she had seen a wind turbine 
in Middleton. 
Those members of the group who missed the previous visit to the 
anaerobic digester would like an opportunity to see it. DAC to 
arrange with Andrew Greenwell. 
It was thought that we should repeat the carbon footprint survey 
of Boyton that was undertaken 5 years ago. DAC thought that there 
were now better ways of assessing individual household’s carbon 
footprint using online tools. All to research –and possibly repeat the 
survey in the autumn when we are all a bit less busy. 
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 4b. Bulk Oil: John and Ali will collate the order at the end of May. 

Judy Foulger will do the following order at the end of August. 
DAC has set up an area on the Boyton Community Group website 
called “BOILS”. http://boytonsuffolk.wordpress.com/boils/ 
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 4c. Wholefood Bulk Order: Nicola will organise next order for 
early – mid May. 
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 4d. Glut Stall/Herb Garden: Work party on 7 April wasn’t quite so 
well attended (it was rainy and cold!). The next work party will be on 
5 May, when Mik Bedson will be helping to clear the gravel and old 
membrane, level the site and construct the raised beds! The group 
thanked Cheryl, who has donated the timber for the raised beds. 
We also have had the offer of some (free) heavy duty membrane 
from another garden that Mik is involved in. Mik has also offered to 
bring some half round posts and lavender plants.  
We still need the following skills and materials: 
Carpentry (to construct a new noticeboard) 
Bricks for path (DAC to investigate a pile of bricks he has seen) 
Bricklaying  
Isobel has secured a bench from Alan Hall’s cottage – this may be 
placed temporarily in front of the village hall until the herb garden is 
ready. The group made suggestions about where to source a 
memorial plaque. 
Gary will update the glut stall sign and email to Michelle for 
laminating. 
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 4e. Beach-watch and litter pick: The 14 April beach-watch event 
wasn’t very well attended, so just the usual area was cleared. DAC 
has been in touch with the prison, to investigate whether they could 
take Simpson’s Saltings on in the future. 
 
The roadside litter pick on 22 April was well attended by Boyton 
residents but only one person came from Hollesley, there was an 
article about the event in the EADT on Friday. 
 
4f. Village Hall: Isobel circulated a colour chart to seek views on 
re-painting of interior of the Village Hall. This will also be taken to 
the coffee morning on May 5. 
Ruth reported that the PCC has yet to decide the future of the 
village hall. They have had a legal opinion that the use of the hall to 
generate income for the trust administered by the PCC falls within 
the objectives of the trust. The PCC is meeting in the near future to 
consider its options. 
 
4g.Transport: Various initiatives are being explored, including 
approaching Shaun Finlay and coordinating the use of the Suffolk 
Link bus. 
 
4h. Village Welcome Pack 
The group thanked Andrew for the excellent work he has done in 
putting together the welcome pack. It is so useful that it was 
decided that it ought to be circulated to existing residents!  
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There is a little final tweaking to be done and then the final version 
will be circulated. 
It was agreed that the references to Boyton Wood would be kept in, 
reflecting the current position. That is that a claim for a definitive 
footpath through the wood has been lodged with Suffolk County 
Council, which will be considered at some stage in the future. 
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5. Events  
 • Boyton Inn event on 21 April had been quieter than first 

event but agreed ought to continue on the third Saturday of 
the month for the foreseeable future. Next date is 19 May. 

• Jubilee Event is advertised in Village Voices. People must 
book by 25 May. Wendy is coordinating the lunch and has 
managed to get Robert and Giles to provide the music. 
Andrew is organising games. Andrew Greenwell will start off 
bonfire pile, to which organic material can be added. Andrew 
is seeking contributions towards the fireworks, which will be 
set off at 10.30pm. 

• AGM – there was discussion about combining the AGM with 
the July Boyton Inn date. That would be 21 July. Because of 
the need to get 40% of members to attend, it was decided to 
e-mail around see who could attend. Once the date is set, 
either Mosscliff or East Green will be invited to give a 
presentation on renewable technologies including air-
sourced heat pumps and solar water heating. 

• Garden open Day – possibly 11 or 12 August. Further 
discussion soon. 

• Apple Day – 29 September. More detailed planning nearer 
the event. 

 

   
6. Publicity  
 • Website now established; to be populated as time allows. 

See www.boytonsuffolk.wordpress.com 
 

 

 • Ali has passed on comments about the logo to Jo.  
 

   
7. 
 

Other meetings, news items, any other business 
• Andrew suggested we look at the Ecomodo website as 

possible vehicle for sharing tools and skills and perhaps 
generating a small income for the group. See 
www.ecomodo.com 

• Ali is editing the August edition of Village Voices and would 
welcome any input from Boyton. 

 
 
 
 

   
8. Dates of next meetings  
 Saturday 26th May, 10am - Papaver  
   
 
BVW, 29/4/12. 


