
BOYTON COMMUNITY GROUP 
Minutes of meeting held, 26 November 2011 at Papaver, 
Boyton. 
 
Present: 
Gary Lowe, Brenda Williamson, John Carpmael, Ali Crawford (AC), Isobel Lilley, 
Andrew Cassy, Nicola Cassy, Jackie Aufenast. 
Apologies: 
Helen McCleod, Ruth Hatchett, Richard Jesty, Keith Lilley, Amanda Aufenast. 
 
  Actions 
1. Minutes of previous meeting: 

It was agreed that the minutes of the meeting held on 29 October 
2011 were an accurate record. 

 

   
2. Actions from previous minutes, not covered elsewhere:  
 To be picked up during the course of the meeting.  
   
3. Finance/funding  
 There was a report from Richard that the £100 to come from Suffolk 

Wildlife Trust’s award for the Green Village of the Year is now in the 
account. 

 

   
4. Current Projects  
 4a. Energy Scheme: Following the government’s sudden 

announcement that the feed in tariff will probably be halved it was 
thought unlikely that a community based energy scheme based on 
solar PV panels would be viable and will therefore not be pursued 
at this time. On a more positive note, four households in the village 
and one in a nearby village have managed to get PV panels onto 
their roofs before the December 11th deadline and all benefited from 
the 10% discount offered by Mosscliff. Similarly, pursuing a wind 
turbine for the village has been put onto the back burner until the 
details of any future government schemes have been finalised. 
The disused airfield at Bentwaters seems to be an ideal location 
and one which we may pursue with the landowners at some future 
date; the farming consortium based there has applied and has had 
negative feedback from SCDC planners – but the situation may be 
different if the application comes from a community group. 
Some residents were disappointed not to have seen the anaerobic 
digester – Gary to arrange another visit.  
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 4b. Bulk Oil: Ali and John are collating the end of November order 
– 7,000litres ordered so far and the deadline is 30th Nov. We will 
see how this order and the next go and then decide whether to 
continue with the scheme, balancing the disappointing financial 
discount that are being achieved against the continued benefit of 
fewer tankers on the road. There are now only basically two large 
companies controlling the market – DAC to let John and Ali know 
which smaller companies are subsidiaries of which of the two larger 
companies 
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 4c. Wholefood Bulk Order: There will be another order at the end 
of November.  
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 4d. Glut Stall/Herb Garden: There is still a problem with the siting 
of the notice-board – the original position that was suggested 

 
 



restricts the view of the road by cars pulling out of the gate. The 
concept of a community herb garden was felt to be a low priority by 
the community (based on the results of the community 
questionnaire). However, we all felt that it would be worth pursuing 
by small working party who could promote the idea to residents and 
attempt to get the community involved. Ali felt that we ought to 
make greater efforts to engage the community in the project, as an 
essential part of making sure anything put in place is valued and 
looked after in the longer term.  
There is a long outstanding action for Gary to prepare a risk 
assessment of the glut stall, including provision of a disclaimer if 
necessary. 
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 4e. Beach-watch – NC has noticed, that, although the area 
adopted by us is fairly clear of debris, the areas either side have 
quite a lot of litter along the tide-line. The area to the south is in 
Hollesley parish: Gary will approach Hollesley PC to see if they 
would be interested in doing a joint beach cleaning event for this 
area (Simpson’s Saltings) 
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5. Events  
 5a. Christmas Event (17th Dec): Village hall booked, food to be 

ordered from Suma, Giles to play keyboard, Ali has produced 
songsheets. Members of group to loan their own Christmas 
decorations for the day. 
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 5b.: Firewood talk: We need to make contact with Mike Ross so 
that we can organise a date and book the speaker. 

 

 More suggestions for future events: 
Board games evenings 
Xmas pudding competition 
Pudding evenings 

 

6. Publicity  
 DAC has set up a facebook account for Boyton, as has Kay Lane. 

This would be useful to keep people in the village informed of 
events/issues in the village – e.g. the recent disruption caused by 
lorries loading sugar beet and blocking the road. 
All agreed that a well-maintained website would also be worth 
doing. NC to let everyone know when this is up and running. 
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7. Other meetings and news items 
One of the speakers at the next Greenprint forum meeting will be 
someone who has calculated the carbon footprint of the Olympic 
games 

 

8. Any other business  
 Isobel requested help with trimming the hedge on the northern 

boundary of the village hall grounds. This led to a short discussion 
about the general maintenance and ownership of boundaries 
surrounding the village hall. The maintenance of the hedges needs 
thought for the future but the group offered to help on 3rd December 
as a one-off. 
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 Welcome pack for new people: 
The Community group, parish council and the church will all 
contribute to this as everyone thinks that it is a great idea. We 
discussed a list of suggestions for things to include in the pack and 
BW will circulate these to the PC and PCC. 
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9. Date of next meeting  
 Chesterfield Lodge, Saturday 28 January at 10.00am.  



 
BVW, 28/11/11. 


